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treaty, It seemed to the petitioners advisable that
reprisals should be made on the natives of that
territory, residing in or treating with Germany.
Finally, they announced to the city that they were
about to charge an able secretary with the permanent
duties of looking after the affairs of the factory, if
such a plan were pleasing to the town of Lu'beck,
and if the factory was to continue its existence.
This last phrase is significant.

Liibeck, in its reply, offered to the factory of Ant-
werp mere empty phrases of consolation, promising
in a lukewarm manner to see that the outstanding
Hanseatic dues were paid, in order that a beginning
might at least be made. But it opposed the advice given
by its representatives at Antwerp, to practise reprisals
towards the Netherlander, because in that case they
would seek for themselves other routes and the Han-
seatic port would remain abandoned and neglected.

One of the Hansa's earliest and most able histo-
rians, commenting on this reply from the city of
Liibeck makes the following very just remarks:
" Nothing betokens more clearly the end of the
Ilanseatics' commercial dominion than this last
passage in Liibeck's reply to its petitioners. Formerly
the League would have interrupted all intercourse
with the country that so misbehaved, and would thus
have punished it, would have avenged the very
smallest infraction of its privileges. Now it did not
even dare have recourse to this measure for fear of
completely sacrificing a commerce the pursuit of
which had become possible independent of the Han-
scatics."